SIGNS OF THE TIMES.1
[1829.]
IT Is no very good symptom either of nations or individuals, that they deal much in vaticination. Happy men are full of the present, for its bounty suffices them; and wise men also, for its duties engage them. Our grand business undoubtedly is, not to see what lies dimly at a distance, but to do what lies clearly at hand.
Know'st tliou Yesterday, its aim and reason; Work'st thou well Today, for worthy things ? Camly wait the Morrow\v hidden season, Keed'st not fear what liap so o'er it brings.
But man's c large discourse of reason' will look c before and after;' and, impatient of the * ignorant present time,' will indulge in anticipation far more than profits him. Seldom can the unhappy be persuaded that the evil of the day is sufficient for it; and the ambitious will not bo content with present splendour, but paints yet more glorious triumphs, on the cloud-curtain of the future.
The case, however, is still worse with nations. For here the prophets are not one, but many; and each incites and confirms the other; so that tho fatidical fury spreads wider and wider, till at last even Saul must join in it. For there
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